Around the Farm: May 23
Written by {ga=gotribe31}
Monday, May 23 2011 12:00 PM

I was planning a nice little treat for you all on Around the Farm today. I was in Woodbridge, VA
yesterday, all ready to see top prospect Drew Pomeranz pitch for Kinston against the Potomac
Nationals. And I was going to use this space to rundown his entire start in glorious scouting
detail, complete with pitch speeds, pictures, and video. The Indians ruined my little plan by
skipping Drew’s turn in the rotation for Kinston. The decision was not injury related, and they’re
likely just trying to manage his innings. So my best laid plans were wasted, and here we are
with our standard look around the Indians farm system from yesterday. As always, the positions
listed below are where the player was playing in yesterday’s games.

Cord Phelps, DH-COL: 3-4, 2 2B, RBI
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Phelps has now hit in 8 straight games, and is batting .387 with 2 HR, 3 2B and 9 RBI over that
span. His season line is .311/.418/.530 with 7/29. The 7 HR are one off his career high of 8, set
last year between Akron and Columbus. He has a 1.002 OPS in the month of May. I can keep
throwing numbers at you if you want, but the main bullet point here is that this kid is good, and
he’s only getting better. He’s an average defender at 2B, and can also play 3B and even SS in a
pinch. I’m running out of ways to say that I want to see Phelps on the MLB roster sooner rather
than later, but the point remains the same. He’s an upgrade over Adam Everett right now, and
would probably be an upgrade over Orlando Cabrera at the plate and in the field, just not in the
clubhouse.

Kelvin De La Cruz, SP-AKR: W (3-3), 5 IP, 3 ER, 6 H, 6 K, 2 BB.

De La Cruz has really turned himself into a strikeout pitcher this year. He’s struck out more
batters than IP in all of his starts except one; back on April 12 when he threw 5 innings and
struck out exactly 5. On the season, he has 56 K in 40 2/3 IP. He really does look like a
lefthanded Fausto Carmona on the hill, both in terms of physical appearance and stuff. If he can
just cut down on the walks (28 on the year), the 22-year old could be a top-100 pitching
prospect in all of baseball.

Carlos Moncrief, RF-LCC: 2-4, HR (5), 2B, 2 RBI, BB, R.

Moncrief is an intriguing prospect who is up to a .262/.365/.496 line after a slow start to the
season. He’s back in the leadoff spot for the Captains despite the arrival of LeVon Washington
and has a nice combination of power (5 HR) and speed (7 SB in 10 attempts). A converted
pitcher, he also has one of the best OF arms in the system, something that is sorely lacking at
the major league level with the exception of The S.S. Choo. Moncrief has a lot of upside, but
also a lot of uncertainty. He’s 22 years old, and should be in Kinston at some point in the near
future. The Carolina League will be a tough test for him at the plate, but he has all of the tools to
be a plus defensive RF on a major league roster someday.
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- Jenmar Gomez, SP-COL: W (4-1), 8 IP, 2 ER, 7 H, 3 K, 2 BB. Gomez is 2-1 for the
Clippers since his time with the big club, and scattered 7 hits in yesterday’s complete-game
(rain shortened) victory.
- Lonnie Chisenhall, 3B-COL: 2-4, 2B. After going 7 straight games without an XBH, Chiz
has a homer and a double in his last two games.
- Luke Carlin, C-COL: 2-3, RBI, R. Carlin was responsible for 2 of the 3 runs the Clippers
pushed across last night. He’s put up a more than respectable .283/.409/.413 line this season.
- Tim Fedroff, RF-AKR: 2-5, 3B, 2B, RBI, 2 R. That makes it 17 games in a row for
Fedroff, who is just locked in at the dish right now.
- Chun Chen, C-AKR: 3-5, 3 2B, 2 RBI, R, K. Those are Chen’s first XBH since his 2 HR
game in Bowie back on May 14. He’s at .277/.318/.468 for the year, and just needs to get more
consistent.
- Beau Mills, 1B-AKR: 1-1, 2B, 2 RBI, R. Mills with a big pinch-hit, 2-run double for Akron
last night.
- Karexon Sanchez, 2B-AKR: 2-3, HR (4), 2 RBI, 2 R, K. Sanchez is hitting just .182, but
is somehow slugging .364 despite the abysmal average. Six of his 14 hits have been for extra
bases.
- Toru Muratu, SP-KIN: 3 2/3 IP, 2 H, 5 K, BB. Muratu was the surprise starter in place of
Pomeranz, and gave the K-Tribe a solid effort.
- Adam Miller, RP-KIN: IP, K. Another clean inning for Miller, who hasn’t allowed a run
since his initial appearance for Kinston back on April 30. Now has 12 K in 9 IP, and a 2.70 ERA
overall.
- Preston Guilmet, RP-KIN: S (9), IP, K. Now 9-9 in save opportunities, and 16 2/3
scoreless innings overall for the Kinston closer.
- Jeremie Tice, 1B-KIN: 2-3, HR (1), 3 RBI, 2 R. In his 1 st AB since April 12, Tice blasted a
3-run HR in the 1ist inning of yesterday’s game.
- Nathan Striz, RP-LCC: S (1), 5 IP, ER, 3 H, 3 K. Striz came on after a lengthy rain delay
to give the Captains 5 outstanding innings out of the bullpen.
- Jesus Aguilar, 1B-LCC: 2-5, 2B, R, 3 K. The homer drought continues for BBJA, as he
has 7 on the year but just one in the month of May.
- Ronny Rodriguez, SS-LCC: 2-4, RBI, R. The 19-year old international signing is now
5-28 since arriving in Lake County, with a HR and 2 SB.
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