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Wooohoooooo!!!!!! Baseball is back!!! What's that? Baseball was already back? True I
suppose, but now baseball is ALL the way back, because in addition to the big boys dominating
the Red Sox at the corner of Carnegie and Ontario, the minor leaguers are in action as well.
Three of the four Indians full-season affiliates were in action last night, going 2-1 with only the
Aeros failing to secure a win. Let's take a look at some of the hightlights (and lowlights) from
day one of a long minor league season. As always, Around the Farm takes a quick look at some
of yesterday's performances by Indians prospects throughout the system. The positions listed
below are where the player was playing in yesterday's game:
- David Huff, SP-COL: W, 6 IP, 3 H, 2 K, 3 BB. No earned runs for Huff as he picked up
the W for Columbus. Didn't miss many bats, but you really can't complain about 6 scoreless
innings, especially on a night where he didn't have his best stuff and strugged a little with his
command. He even picked a runner off 1st.
- Jess Todd, RP-COL: 2/3 IP, 3 ER, H, 3 BB. Now there is something to complain about.
Todd allowed all three runs for the Clippers yesterday, and did so in just 2/3's of an inning
- Zach Putnam, RP-COL: 1 1/3 IP, K, H. Fortuneatly, Putnam came in to right the ship.
Only alowed one baserunner and shut down the Indy Indians mid-rally.
- Jensen Lewis, RP-COL: S, IP, H, K, BB. JLEW50 nailed down the save, despite allowing
two baserunners.
- Cord Phelps, DH-COL: 3-3, 2B, 3B, 2 RBI, 2 BB, R, CS. Phelps filled the stat sheet from
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the DH position, and fell just a HR short of the cycle. He drove in or scored 3 of the Clippers 4
runs. If you want to split hairs, he did get caught stealing. I still think he's the first INF called up
from Columbus, ahead of Chizz/Kip.
- Lonnie Chisenhall, 3B-COL: 1-5, 2B, 2 RBI, K. Chizz only had one hit, but it was a big
one, a 2 RBI double in the top of the 7th to provide the final margin of victory. He did make an
error on a grounder as well.
- Jason Kipnis, 2B-COL: 1-3, BB. Also turned a 4-3 and 4-6-3 doubleplay.
- Louie Valbuena, SS-COL: 2-3, 2B, BB, SB, CS. Valbuena's ability to produce in AAA is
just plain frustrating.
- Luke Carlin, C-COL: 1-3, BB, R. Luuuuuuuuuuke
- Kelvin De La Cruz, SP-AKR: 5 IP, ER, H, 7 K, 4 BB. De La Cruz had some issues with
his command, but overall he did enough to win on most nights. The Akron bats just couldn't get
anything going for him.
- Joe Smith, RP-AKR: IP, 2 K. Successful rehab outing
- Nick Hagadone, RP-AKR: 2 IP, 2 K. Can't really ask for much more than that. Great to
see Hagadone with command early. If they stick with him as an RP, could be in Cleveland this
year.
- Grady Sizemore, OF-AKR: 1-3, looked healthy. Grady was probably also responsible for
some of the 4.524 that came out to Canal Park for the opener.
- Juan Diaz, SS-AKR: 1-4, 3B. On a night where the Aeroes could only muster 4 hits, Diaz
had the only one that went for extra bases in a 1-0 loss.
- Chun Chen, C-AKR: 0-4, K. I'm contractually obligated to put the catchers in ATF, even if
they pull an O-fer.
- Michael Goodnight, SP-LCC: 5 IP, 2 R (0 ER), H, 3 K, BB. No earned for Goodnight as
he went 5 strong innings to open the season for the defending-champion Captains.
- Alex Lavisky, C-LCC: 1-5, 2B, 2 RBI, BB. Lavisky with a solid debut for the Captains,
with a 2-out, 2-RBI double.
- Nick Bartolone, SS-LCC: 2-4, 2 R, BB, 2 E. Solid night at the plate, surprising struggles
in the field with 2 errors. He's a solid defender overall, so probably just opening night jitters.
Sleeper prospect with a chance to prove himself at SS with Wolters on the shelf with a wrist
injury.
- Gio Urshela, 3B-LCC: 2-4, 2B, 3 RBI, R. Big night at the dish for a prospect that is more
known for his glove than his bat.
- Big, Bad Jesus Aguilar, 2-4, 2B, 3 RBI, 3 R, BB, 2 K. I'll take the 2 strikeouts from BBJA
when he drives in three and scores three. Another guy who is a sleeper prospect but could
jump into the top-20 with a big year.

All in all, a solid night throughout the system. Kinston starts their season today, with 1st round
pick Drew Pomeranz getting the call for the K-Tribe.
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