Morning Rundown: Losing The Popularity Contest
Written by {ga=ninocolla}
Sunday, August 05 2012 12:00 AM - Last Updated Tuesday, August 07 2012 9:47 PM

Scott Diamond is 10-5. The Twins have scored the 14th most runs in all of baseball.

And the Indians are the ones in third place?

August 6th, 2012

Minnesota Twins - 14

Cleveland Indians - 3

W: Scott Diamond (10-5) L: Zach McAllister (4-4)

[BOXSCORE]

"I'm sure we're all exceptionally popular right now," general manager Chris Antonetti joked.
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So said Indians General Manager Chris Antonetti ...

This isn't going to be about the game, at least this first part isn't.

Twitter is a wonderful thing and I enjoy it. I enjoy using it, I enjoy asking people questions and
getting answers, whether it be a matter of opinion or not.

And I know full well that when I make a comment that has the potential to rial some people up,
that I will have to answer to it.

Which I'm more than willing to do.

I had a problem with the fans last night. I had a problem not with their displeasure with the team.
Am I pissed? Do I like watching what's going on? Do I like turning the television on at 7:05 PM
every night and watching this occur? Do you think I'm going to just sit back and say, oh no don't
be upset with them, they're trying!

Here's my issue.

This team isn't playing well. They look like absolute crap. They're playing like absolute crap. I
know it, you know it, the manager knows it, the general manager knows it, the city knows it.
Most certainly, the players, more than anyone else that I mentioned or did not mention... They
know it.

Now I'm not saying the fans shouldn't voice displeasure. I'm voicing displeasure every day when
I post something. You are voicing your opinion about your unhappiness every time you send out
a tweet or post something on Facebook or go to the game and yell out "Come on Tomlin, ya
bum!"
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But to stand up and sarcastically cheer the final out of that horrific 10-run inning? As if to say,
hey, good job finally getting an out. We want you to know how much we don't respect the effort
you are giving that we're going to cheer.

I'd RATHER you go out and boo them for their performance. That's voicing your displeasure,
that's showing your upset with the results on the field. I have a problem booing when it isn't
deserved, but when it's deserved, as is in this instance? Go hog wild. I won't boo, but I won't
hold it against anyone who does.

But what I have a problem with is being disrespectful to the people who go out there and are
trying. You know they are playing bad, but so do they. It's not above them, they don't go around
not realizing they aren't playing well. They don't need the rude reminder that things are not
going well.

So don't match the play on the field in terms of your attitude...

You may disagree with me in taking that stance, saying whatever it is you want to say, like
they're paying fans, or the team is so bad, what does it matter? That's fine. But that's my stance
and it's what I believe in. I'm not coddling them, I don't want you to not be mad at the results or
want to hold the team accountable.

But I think treating the situation with a little bit of class is something that can be done in this
situation. I know frustration has reached a boiling point. I get it, I understand. But this team,
what's going on right now with them. No matter how bad it is, it isn't a reason to act like that.

So let's go out there and do what's right. Don't go if you don't want to support. Go and boo if you
want to voice your displeasure. Rant and rave and say what you want to get your point across.
But don't be stupid, don't be classless, don't be rude. That isn't how you act like a fan.

Random Details...
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And now that that is out of the way.

Zach McAllister wasn't very good and then his defense let him down and he decided to get
worse. His ERA is still in tact because of the nine runs he gave up, only two were considered
earned. He gave up the back-to-back homers to Willingham and Morneau to lead off the frame,
got two outs in the aftermath, then a Denard Span groundout that
should
have ended the inning didn't end the inning
.

A wide throw by Kipnis pulled Santana off the bag and McAllister would not get the final out. He
looked disinterested after awhile, frustrated, and overall just indifferent about being out there.
That really is unacceptable. Yeah, he shouldn't have been out there, he should have been in the
dugout with a 2-1 score. But here's the thing.

"Once the hits started coming," McAllister said, "they didn't stop. It was one of those where you
just wanted to stop the bleeding, and I wasn't able to do that."

There's situations, like earlier this year, in which defense really hangs you out to dry and a start
goes south because of it. And there's this. Did the defense hang McAllister out to dry? Sure, it
wasn't fair to him at all. But there has to be some point in which McAllister buckles down and
gets out of it. He didn't get out of it, he couldn't and he will have to learn from this that just
because you do your job, doesn't mean you can let up.

Rewind to back when the game mattered in the first. The Indians had the chance to break it
wide open themselves, but Scott Diamond pulled his best Josh Tomlin impression and with the
bases loaded, got a third-to-first groundout double play. A run scored, but in the first inning with
that situation staring you dead in the eye, and all you give up is one run?

Um, take that every day of the week if your Diamond. Because the Indians need to get some
good pitching or find a way to break out offensively before things go south.
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"Hey, we're going out there every day, and before the fifth, we're down by 10," Acta said.
"Somebody needs to go out there and give us something close to a quality start. That's all we
need to do. ... Somebody needs to go out there and set the tone."

What's an offense to do after they're down 10-1 with having only batted once? What are they to
do?

Cody Allen pitched his ninth consecutive scoreless inning for the Indians last night. He's the first
Indian rookie to do so since 2002 and Bastian reports he is halfway to the record set by Dick
Brodowski in...1958. That would be impressive.

If you want all the excruciating details to this 10-game losing streak, Jordan Bastian has you
covered
. Let's hope he
doesn't get to add onto this list with 11 games.

[ACTA SAFE FOR 2013]

Chris Antonetti knows he's not real liked right now. He knows that things are not real good in
terms of the old fan support area.

He also knows that Manny Acta isn't the problem, because guess what guys and gals, he isn't.
Manny Acta can only do so much with what he's given and what he was given is ultimately a
mediocre squad. They clearly played above their talent level in the first few months of the
season, like they did last season, and are now coming crashing down to earth with the lack of
pitching.

Firing him, or I guess in this case, not picking up his 2013 option, would be a reactionary move
that would not be called for at this juncture . Save your 10-game losing streak, that isn't the
answer.
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"I'm very happy with the job Manny has done," Antonetti said. "Obviously, it's been a tough road
trip, but I think he's continued to provide very good leadership not only throughout the road trip,
but throughout his tenure here. I certainly think he's part of the solution, not part of our issues."

Antonetti would say he has no reason to think Acta's job isn't safe for 2013.

He also admitted that perhaps, the Indians mis-evaluated their own talent.

"That's certainly possible," he said. "Those are all things we're going to have to explore. As a
team, we have not performed to our expectations. We're in the process of kind of reviewing
what may have caused that and why we haven't performed the way we've expected. I think
that's something we can really assess at the end of the year."

I hope the evaluation is widespread. I really don't want to talk about next year right now,
because the minute I do that, I stop caring about 2012 and even though contending might be
out of the picture, there's still a lot of 2012 left to play and these innings can be very meaningful
in different aspects.

Some would even believe Antonetti needs evaluated and that is definitely true. But does that
mean Antonetti can't take a look in the mirror and figure out what he's doing, what he wants to
do, and what needs to be done with this team. Mark Shapiro is not going to fire him, not after
two years when he spent plenty more grooming him. That isn't going to happen. But Antonetti
and the decision makers need to look at the decisions they are making and figure this out.

Go back to the original quote from earlier up in the post at the very beginning and the link that
was provided by the always on-point Anthony Castrovince.

The bright side, if you can call it that, of brutal baseball is that it forces a hard examination of all
facets of the organizational approach. The Indians are in a stretch of truly brutal baseball, and
so the examination is scheduled.
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Let the examination begin...

As for Acta. I agree with Antonetti that he's part of the solution and not part of the problem.
Some have a problem with the lack of fighting he does for his players in close calls. Some hate
some of the decisions he makes. But the guy is a motivator and he has the ability to get the best
out of players. In the end, he's a leader and that's what a team needs, a leader.

[RANDOM RUNDOWN]

Might as well have a nice long list of injury updates to round off what we've got going on here.

Travis Hafner did not play on Monday and it was due to the stiff back that kept him out of
Saturday's game despite being activated from the MLB paternity list. Of course he had the
herculean effort to win the game at all costs for the Indians on Sunday, hitting his 200th home
run in the process, so I can see why his back would hurt.

You could probably see them rest him more here on out. Acta said he'll be back in the lineup
today, so it is more of a matter of keeping him fresh than him being sidelined from last night's
game.

Chris Antonetti says that Grady Sizemore could begin a rehab assignment within the next
few weeks... Um cool man. At this point, Sizemore won't be on this team in 2013, so I really
don't care to see him in a 2012 that is quickly dissipating. Give me Fedroff, give me Carrera.
Sizemore matters none.

Rafael Perez will throw a bullpen session today in his first action since he stopped his rehab
outing at the end of July. There's another name you may not see next season, so who knows if
it would even be worth it at this point in time.

One name you'd like to see be able to get back even though it is really unlikely is Lonnie
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Chisenhall
,
who Antonetti says there is somewhat of a chance of him coming back. I doubt it though. Any
at-bats for that young man would help though.

The Indians did make an acquisition, claiming right-handed Fabio Martinez off of waivers from
the Angels. He's a 22-year-old in Single-A who will report to the Mud Cats team with his
0-5 record and 10.72 ERA
. But here's what you need to know about him.

He was signed out of the Domincan at a young age and has had mixed results for the Angels in
their minor league system. He has control issues, but he's got a really live arm and he's coming
off a lost season in 2011 in which he missed most of due to shoulder issues. The Angels took
care of him in that they didn't try and push him when he came up with some flare-ups.

Some called him at times potentially the best the Angels could have to offer in terms of a
pitching prospect and before his injury was as high as six overall by some publications in
Angels prospect rankings.

He has talent and this year he's made eight starts for the High-A Inland Empire squad but
because he was on the Angels 40-man, they had to make a move with him.

So he could very well still be trying to recover from that, in addition to getting used to a new
level of baseball. It is not a bad flyer to take at all for a team that could use a starter with his
potential. It will take a few years, but if it pans out, you never know. And in the end it could also
be just a bunch of hype surrounding a young arm, because he does have control problems and
if you can't harness your control, you won't do much in the pros.

Juan Nivar was suspended 50 games for testing positive for a PED substance. Honestly even
though I entered his name for the DSL roster board, I couldn't tell you I knew who he was or that
he was in the organization. So uh, yeah okay then.

I was pretty spot on, or at least I think I'm pretty spot on with what the Indians are doing with Ro
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berto Hernandez
. Mr. Fausto No-More
will be pitching one more rehab start
, for the Clippers on Friday, which lines up with Chris Seddon's start against the Red Sox.

"They were happy with the way he threw the ball [Sunday]," Acta said Monday. "After the next
start, chances are he'll be up here."

And really, he can't get here soon enough the way the pitching is continuing to go.

-

Nino has a blog! Give it a vist at The Tribe Daily , or else Will Smith will drop down and erase
your alien face memory.

Follow @TheTribeDaily
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